MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA    217

finally selected Princess Josepha of Bavaria as his second
wife, Maria Theresa was not quite happy about the
manner in which she had forced this undesired and,
from all accounts, unattractive bride on her eldest son.

" You are to have a sister-in-law," the Empress
wrote to Marie Christine, who was away from home,
" and I a daughter-in-law. Unfortunately, it is Princess
Josepha. I hated settling this affair without my son's
co-operation. But neither to me, nor to the Emperor,
nor to Kaunitz would he express any preference. , . .
And the worst of it is that we must pretend to be pleased
and happy. My head and my heart are not at one on
this subject, and it is difficult to retain my equanimity."

Maria Theresa, who had been so intuitive in her
youth, no longer obeyed her instincts. Her political
desires dominated her purely human reactions to any
situation. Had she allowed her feelings to influence her
mind, she would have realised that this marriage would
be useless from the point of view of continuing the
Habsburg race.

Joseph and Josepha were married at Scbdnbrann
early in 1765. He made a valiant attempt to overcome
the physical repulsion he felt for his wife, who, as he
wrote to Isabella's father, " is twenty-six years old, has
a small squat figure, and is without youthful charm-
She had red spots and pimples on her face ; her teeth
are hideous. She had no qualities, ia fact, which could
have persuaded me to resume the marital state, in which
I had once been so happy,*'

The situation was all the more difficult for Joseph,
because his wife loved him, and when, despite his painful
efforts, he was unable to live with her, he begaa to dis-
like her, because she was on his conscience, and he felt
sorry for her. In the end he hated her. Maria Theresa,